THE PRINCE WONDERFUL         169

But they failed in the task, and, with a happy smile of
boyish triumph upon his face, Siddartha raised it,
fitted an arrow, and sent it through the air like a
lightning flash. It struck his far-off target, pierced
it through, and skimmed along the plain for a great
distance before it finally came to rest.

The three suitors, still undaunted, came now to
the sword contest, and showed marvellous strength
and skill in cleaving with one blow the trunk of a
tree, the wood of which was particularly tough and
unyielding. Then Siddartha selected two of these
trees which grew close together and clove them both
at one blow with perfect ease. So smooth was the
cut that the upper part of the trees did not fall from
their erect position, and the princess began to think
that the edge of her prince's sword had failed. But
as they watched, a gentle breeze sprang up, and the
trees swayed for a moment and then fell, amid the
loud shouts of all the beholders.

Then the rivals mounted their horses and a race
began, in which Kantaka easily outstripped the others.
" These steeds are tame," said one of the suitors;
" fetch an unbroken charger and put the matter to a
man's test." So they brought a fierce-eyed horse
which no man yet had ridden and which was with
difficulty restrained by three chains of ponderous
weight. With manly courage the three rivals of
Siddartha tried to ride the furious beast, but all were
thrown, and one who showed most endurance,
strength, and skill was only saved from being
trampled to death by the help of the sturdy grooms.